Religion and language are among the most complex, defining, and intensely felt symbolic expressions of humankind. Can the study of language provide us with insights into religion? Conversely, can the study of religion reveal the shared nature of linguistic experience? This course explores how the study of language and religion can mutually inform one another. We will investigate first how both emerged -separately -as objects of systematic study in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, informed by similar evolutionary, structural and functional approaches. Religion and language come together most prominently, however, in self consciously "marked" forms of discourse, such as religious speech registers, including magical chants, mythical narratives, blasphemy, sacred texts, verbal attributions of agency, and expressions of pious subjectivity. Students will explore these topics theoretically and ethnographically with original research projects.
Drafts of papers due. November 8. Post your papers on Blackboard. All students are required to choose 5 other papers and comment on them on in Blackboard. Approximately 10 pages. In this paper, you should present 1) revised thesis statement and revised literature review; 2) statement of methods (including how you selected the data you're using), how you're analyzing it. 3) classification of the types of data you'll bring to bear on your argument and why you've used that scheme 4) examples of each type of data (usually in text or transcript form). Each snippet of text that you provide should be preceded by an explanation of the overall context of what is going on that makes the utterances make sense; it should be followed by a discussion of why this particular example is important and fits into the general classification scheme that you have laid out. 10 pages in addition to your literature review. FINAL PAPERS DUE on day of final exam.
Learning Goals
· Learn to identify, produce and evaluate narratives of the history of the anthropological study of religion. · Learn to identify, produce and evaluate the history of the anthropological study of language. · Learn how religious discourse is "marked" poetically, and how this marking functions in the organization of society. · Learn to identify and evaluate competing interpretations of these structures and functions in discourse · Learn to develop an original ethnographic research question. · Learn how to evaluate secondary literature that supports, refutes, or otherwise contributes to your central claim · Learn to gather original ethnographic data, prepare and analyze it for use in a research paper. · Learn to use cultural comparison as a tool for understanding how cultural, social, or economic contexts shape understandings and behaviors · Learn to work collegially as thinkers and cultural critics · Learn to apply critical, analytical, and evaluative thinking to one's own writing, through drafting, revising, and/or editing processes appropriate to the discipline in which they are working. 
General expectations:
Students must attend all classes. If you must be absent for a medical reason or family emergency, you must provide written documentation.
